
	
Dear Members, 
 
The chaos continues at Maiden Lane as the 
heating was removed this month to allow the 
cleaning of the walls to progress. I’m afraid the 
church is very dusty at the moment and, whilst 
we are doing our best to keep it clean, it is a 
losing battle. If anyone is free on a Saturday and 
would like to bring a cloth and a can of polish 
along… I’d not stop you cleaning! One of our 
builders compared it to the little boy with his 
finger in the dam trying to hold back a flood. So 
please excuse the dust for the next few months. 
 
I do, however, have a date for your diaries next 
year. On Sunday 3rd June 2018 at 11:00am, His Eminence, Vincent Cardinal Nichols 
is coming to officially ‘reopen’ the restored Corpus Christi. I hope as many of you as 
possible will be able to join us. We plan on making it a very special week indeed, so 
watch this space! 
 
At our last Sodality Mass, we remembered the English Martyrs – all those who died 
for the One True Faith during the Reformation. This is a particularly special Feast 
for us at Corpus Christi as Cardinal Manning intended this to be a place of 
reparation against the sins committed at that time and so, in a particular way, we 
share in the witness of those who died defending Truth and Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament. As you will notice, this month’s newsletter has martyrdom as its theme.  
 
Our next Mass is on Thursday 1st June at 6:30pm, as usual. This month’s guest 
preacher will be familiar to many who are regulars at Corpus Christi, who will have 
seen him occasionally throughout the year. Fr. Chris Thomas has been a priest of the 
Diocese of Nottingham since 2001 and since 2014 has been the General Secretary to 
the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. He is a fantastic preacher and I hope 
to see as many of you as possible there! 
 
Fr. Alan Robinson 
Sodality Chaplain 
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Fr. Alexander Lucie-Smith is a doctor of 
moral theology, Consultant Editor of The 
Catholic Herald and a regular blogger on 
their website. He is also the Parish Priest 
of St. Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church in 
Knaphill in the Diocese of Arundel & 
Brighton. 
 
+ In the name of the Father… 

Today is the feast of the English 
martyrs! Martyrs, as we all know, are 
witnesses to the truth. It is 
important to remember that in the 
first reading, the members of the 
Sanhedrin cover their ears when 
Stephen speaks, because they do 
not want to listen to his words of 
truth. Then they stone him, thus 
ensuring, they hope, that the voice 
of truth will never be heard again.  

But to suppress the truth is 
not always that easy. For if you kill 
one witness, others will arise. And 
so it proved in England and Wales 
in the period between 1535 and 
1679; during this period, a large 
number of witnesses came 
forward, prepared to die for the 
Catholic faith, and in dying for the 
faith, loudly and boldly 
proclaiming their allegiance to the 
truth. And their tormentors, in 
killing them, paid them the 
compliment that vice often pays to 
virtue: they realised they were 
dangerous, for truth is dangerous, 
and as the Sanhedrin found, 
infuriating as well, and they 
persecuted them accordingly.  

It would be good for us to 
remember what exactly these 
martyrs bore witness to. 

First of all, to the words of 
Our Lord in the scriptures: that a 
man who divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery, 

even when that man is Henry VIII and 
that second wife is Anne Boleyn. It 
simply cannot be done. Hence all 
Catholics at the time referred to Anne 
as the concubine, for such she was. The 
law of God is sovereign, and no man, 
not even a king, has the power to 
overturn that law.  

Secondly, they bore witness to 
those other words in the scriptures 
about the primacy of Peter, the rock on 
which the Church is built. They 

MAY HOMILY: 
Fr. Alexander Lucie-Smith 

Richard Topcliffe was Queen 
Elizabeth’s investigator and torturer, 
who was vicious in hunting down and 
executing Catholics, especially priests. 
He met his match in Blessed Brian Lacey, 
who did not shy away from pointing out 
Topcliffe’s hypocrisy, even as he stood 
on the gallows: 
 

Lacey, now having the rope about 
his neck, was willed by Topcliffe to 
confess his treason. “For,” saith he, 
“there are none but traitors who are of 
thy religion.”  

“Then,” said Lacey, “answer me. 
You yourself in Queen Mary’s days was 
a Papist, at least in show. Tell me, were 
you also a traitor?” At which all the 
people laughed aloud.  

“Well,” quoth Topcliffe, “I came 
not here to answer thy arguments. Thou 
art to answer me.” 

THE LOATHSOME TOPCLIFFE 
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rejected novel and innovative 
interpretations of 
this passage, which 
tried to sweep 
away the 
understanding of 
centuries. I 
suppose in the end, 
as with the 
question of the 
King’s great 
matter, the witness 
was simply this: God is sovereign, and 
we cannot remake the word of God in 
accordance with our own fancies, in 
accordance with our own political 
convenience. 

Thirdly, they bore witness to the 
timelessness of Catholic doctrine; what 
has been always and everywhere 

believed, in particular with regard to 
the Eucharist. All of 
these martyrs, from 
the time of Edward 
VI onwards, died 
for the Mass; they 
died because they 
sheltered priests, or 
they were priests, 
or because they 
attended Mass, or 
celebrated Mass. 

And their persecutors, such as the 
loathsome Topcliffe, knew that the 
Mass was at the heart of Catholicism: 
kill that, and you kill the religion.  

The persecuted Catholics agreed 
with Topcliffe on this at least – hence 
they died for their religion and they 
died for the Mass in particular. They 

died for their belief in the miracle 
of transubstantiation; they died for 
their belief that the Mass was a 
sacrifice offered for the living and 
the dead; they died for the belief 
that Holy Communion is just that 
– Holy, and a Communion with 
God, thus not be received without 
special preparation and in a state 
of grace.  

The martyrs also believed in 
continuity – the continuity 
between their own faith and that 
of their ancestors. In the Decem 
Rationes, Edmund Campion 
admonishes Elizabeth Tudor to 
return to the faith of her 
grandfather Henry VII, and points 
out to her the absurdity of 
persecuting the faith her 
grandfather held.  

We too believe in that 
hermeneutic of continuity. What 
they believed, we believe, and we 
are in communion with them. So 
let us renew our faith today on this 
feast day, and resolve to 
strengthen our belief in the 
sanctity of marriage, now so 
grievously under attack, and in the 
sanctity of the Mass! +  

They died for their belief in 
the miracle of 
transubstantiation; they died 
for their belief that the Mass 
was a sacrifice offered for the 
living and the dead. 

The Decem Rationes, or Ten Reasons, 
were a series of arguments put forth by 
St. Edmund Campion, an English Jesuit 
martyred for the faith in 1581, against the 
validity of the Anglican church. 

His Ten Reasons were: The Sacred 
Scriptures, The Sentence of Holy 
Scriptures, The Nature of Holy Church, 
Councils, The Fathers, The Ground of the 
Fathers, History, Paradoxes, Sophisms 
and All Kinds of Witnesses.  

 
“I am a Catholic man and a priest. In that 
faith have I lived and in that faith do I intend 
to die, and if you esteem my religion treason, 
then I am guilty. As for any other treason, I 
never committed. I stand condemned for 
nothing but the saying of Mass, hearing 
confessions, preaching and such like duties 
and functions of priesthood.” 
- St. Edmund Campion 

DECEM RATIONES 
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The following reflection is from a General 
Audience given by now Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI in Castel Gandolfo on 
11 August 2010. 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Today in the Liturgy we 
commemorate St Clare of Assisi, 
Foundress of the Poor Clares, a 
luminous figure of 
whom I shall speak 
in one of the 
forthcoming 
Catecheses. But this 
week as I already 
mentioned at last 
Sunday's Angelus 
we are 
commemorating 
several holy 
Martyrs, from the 
early centuries of the 
Church such as St 
Lawrence, Deacon, 
St Pontianus, Pope, 
and St Hippolytus, 
Priest; and from the 
nearer past, such as 
St Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross, Edith 
Stein, Patroness of 
Europe, and St 
Maximilian Mary 
Kolbe. I would then 
like to reflect briefly 
on martyrdom, a 
form of total love for 
God. 

On what is martyrdom 
founded? The answer is simple: on the 
death of Jesus, on his supreme sacrifice 
of love, consummated on the Cross, 
that we might have life (cf. Jn 10: 10). 
Christ is the suffering servant 
mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah (cf. Is 
52: 13-15), who gave himself as a 

ransom for many (cf. Mt 20: 28). He 
urges his disciples, each one of us, to 
take up his or her cross every day and 
follow him on the path of total love of 
God the Father and of humanity: "he 
who does not take his cross and follow 
me", he tells us, "is not worthy of me. 
He who finds his life will lose it, and 
he who loses his life for my sake will 
find it" (Mt 10: 38-39). It is the logic of 

the grain of wheat 
that dies in order to 
sprout and bring 
new life (cf. Jn 12: 
24). Jesus himself "is 
the grain of wheat 
which came from 
God, the divine grain 
that lets itself fall to 
the ground, that lets 
itself sink, be broken 
down in death and 
precisely by so doing 
germinates and can 
thus bear fruit in the 
immensity of the 
world" (Benedict XVI 
during his Visit to the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Community at the 

"Christuskirche", 
Rome, 14 March 
2010). The martyr 
follows the Lord to 
the very end, freely 
accepting death for 
the salvation of the 
world in a supreme 
test of love and faith 

(cf. Lumen Gentium, n. 42). 
Once again, where does the 

strength to face martyrdom come 
from? From deep and intimate union 
with Christ, because martyrdom and 
the vocation to martyrdom are not the 
result of human effort but the response 
to a project and call of God, they are a 

POPE BENEDICT XVI: 
The Significance of Martyrdom 

Pope Benedict XVI in the Apostolic Palace. His 
summers were spent at the Papal Summer 
Residence in Castel Gandolfo, where he 
maintained his weekly audiences and Sunday 
Angelus. 
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gift of his grace 
that enables a 
person, out of 
love, to give his 
life for Christ 
and for the 
Church, hence 
for the world. If 
we read the lives 
of the Martyrs 
we are amazed 
at their calmness 
and courage in 
confronting 
suffering and 
death: God's 
power is fully 
expressed in 
weakness, in the 
poverty of those 
who entrust 
themselves to 
him and place 
their hope in him 
alone (cf. 2 Cor 
12: 9). Yet it is 
important to 
stress that God's 
grace does not 
suppress or 
suffocate the 
freedom of those 
who face 
martyrdom; on 
the contrary it 
enriches and 
exalts them: the 
Martyr is an 
exceedingly free person, free as 
regards power, as regards the world; a 
free person who in a single, definitive 
act gives God his whole life, and in a 
supreme act of faith, hope and charity, 
abandons himself into the hands of his 
Creator and Redeemer; he gives up his 
life in order to be associated totally 
with the Sacrifice of Christ on the 
Cross. In a word, martyrdom is a great 
act of love in response to God's 
immense love. 

Dear 
brothers and 
sisters, as I said 
last Wednesday 
we are 
probably not 
called to 
martyrdom, but 
not one of us is 
excluded from 
the divine call 
to holiness, to 
attain the high 
standard of 

Christian 
living, and this 
entails taking 
up our daily 
cross. All of us, 
especially in 
our time when 
selfishness and 

individualism 
seem to prevail, 
must take on as 
a first and 

fundamental 
commitment 

the duty to 
grow every day 
in greater love 
for God and for 
our brothers 
and sisters, to 
transform our 
own lives and 

thereby 
transform the 

life of our world too. Through the 
intercession of the Saints and Martyrs 
let us ask the Lord to set our hearts on 
fire so that we may be able to love as 
he has loved each one of us. + 
 
 

 

There are several martyred Pontians in the Canon of 
Saints. In addition to Pope Pontian, St. Pontianus of 
Spoleto was an Italian of noble birth who lived from c.156 – 
14th January 175. Having been reported to the Roman 
authorities for being a Christian at the age of 18, he chose 
torture and death over renouncing his faith. This painting 
by Spanish artist Baltasar de Echave Orio, dates from 
around 1612. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
May Mass 

Top: Fr. Alexander Lucie-Smith. preaching his homily; Fr. Robinson & Fr. Lucie-Smith after Mass 
Bottom: Elevation of the Host at Mass and the Monstrance during Adoration 
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Martyrdom, the exaltation of the 
inviolable holiness of God's law 

 
The relationship between faith 

and morality shines forth with all its 
brilliance in the unconditional respect 
due to the insistent demands of the 
personal dignity of every man, demands 
protected by 
those moral 
norms which 
prohibit 
without 
exception 
actions which 
are 
intrinsically 
evil. The 
universality 
and the 
immutability 
of the moral 
norm make 
manifest and 
at the same 
time serve to 
protect the 
personal 
dignity and 
inviolability of man, on whose face is 
reflected the splendour of God (cf. Gen 
9:5-6). 

The unacceptability of 
"teleological", "consequentialist" and 
"proportionalist" ethical theories, 
which deny the existence of negative 
moral norms regarding specific kinds 
of behaviour, norms which are valid 
without exception, is confirmed in a 
particularly eloquent way by Christian 
martyrdom, which has always 
accompanied and continues to 
accompany the life of the Church even 
today. 

In the Old Testament we already 
find admirable witnesses of fidelity to 

the holy law of God even to the point 
of a voluntary acceptance of death. A 
prime example is the story of Susanna: 
in reply to the two unjust judges who 
threatened to have her condemned to 
death if she refused to yield to their 
sinful passion, she says: " I am 
hemmed in on every side. For if I do 

this thing, it 
is death for 
me; and if I 
do not, I shall 
not escape 
your hands. I 
choose not to 
do it and to 
fall into your 
hands, rather 
than to sin in 
the sight of 
the Lord!" 
(Dan 13:22-
23). Susanna, 
preferring to 
"fall innocent" 
into the 
hands of the 
judges, bears 
witness not 

only to her faith and trust in God but 
also to her obedience to the truth and 
to the absoluteness of the moral order. 
By her readiness to die a martyr, she 
proclaims that it is not right to do what 
God's law qualifies as evil in order to 
draw some good from it. Susanna 
chose for herself the "better part": hers 
was a perfectly clear witness, without 
any compromise, to the truth about the 
good and to the God of Israel. By her 
acts, she revealed the holiness of God. 

At the dawn of the New 
Testament, John the Baptist, unable to 
refrain from speaking of the law of the 
Lord and rejecting any compromise 
with evil, "gave his life in witness to 

PAPAL EXTRACT: 
Veritatis Splendor (90-94) 

Pope St. John Paul II 

Pope St. John Paul II almost experienced martyrdom himself. An 
assassination attempt was carried out on him on 13th May 1981, 
the feast of Our Lady of Fatima. He attributed his survival to her 
intervention, and the bullet that struck him now hangs in her 
crown. 
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truth and justice", and thus also 
became the forerunner of the Messiah 
in the way he died (cf. Mk 6:17-29). 
"The one who came to bear witness to 
the light and who deserved to be 
called by that same light, which is 
Christ, a burning and shining lamp, 
was cast into the darkness of prison... 
The one to whom it was granted to 
baptize the Redeemer of the world was 
thus baptized in his own blood". 

In the New Testament we find 
many examples of followers of Christ, 
beginning with the deacon Stephen 
(cf. Acts 6:8-7:60) and the Apostle 
James (cf. Acts 12:1-2), who died as 
martyrs in order to profess their faith 
and their love for Christ, unwilling to 
deny him. In this they followed the 
Lord Jesus who 
"made the good 
confession" (1 Tim 
6:13) before 
Caiaphas and 
Pilate, confirming 
the truth of his 
message at the cost 
of his life. Countless 
other martyrs 
accepted persecution and death rather 
than perform the idolatrous act of 
burning incense before the statue of 
the Emperor (cf. Rev 13:7-10). They 
even refused to feign such worship, 
thereby giving an example of the duty 
to refrain from performing even a 
single concrete act contrary to God's 
love and the witness of faith. Like 
Christ himself, they obediently trusted 
and handed over their lives to the 
Father, the one who could free them 
from death (cf. Heb 5:7). 

The Church proposes the 
example of numerous Saints who bore 
witness to and defended moral truth 
even to the point of enduring 
martyrdom, or who preferred death to 
a single mortal sin. In raising them to 
the honour of the altars, the Church 
has canonized their witness and 
declared the truth of their judgment, 

according to which the love of God 
entails the obligation to respect his 
commandments, even in the most dire 
of circumstances, and the refusal to 
betray those commandments, even for 
the sake of saving one's own life. 

Martyrdom, accepted as an 
affirmation of the inviolability of the 
moral order, bears splendid witness 
both to the holiness of God's law and 
to the inviolability of the personal 
dignity of man, created in God's image 
and likeness. This dignity may never 
be disparaged or called into question, 
even with good intentions, whatever 
the difficulties involved. Jesus warns 
us most sternly: "What does it profit a 
man, to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his life? " (Mk 8:36). 

Martyrdom 
rejects as false and 
illusory whatever 
"human meaning" 
one might claim to 
attribute, even in 

"exceptional" 
conditions, to an 
act morally evil in 
itself. Indeed, it 

even more clearly unmasks the true 
face of such an act: it is a violation of 
man's "humanity", in the one 
perpetrating it even before the one 
enduring it. Hence martyrdom is also 
the exaltation of a person's perfect 
"humanity" and of true "life", as is 
attested by Saint Ignatius of Antioch, 
addressing the Christians of Rome, the 
place of his own martyrdom: "Have 
mercy on me, brethren: do not hold me 
back from living; do not wish that I 
die... Let me arrive at the pure light; 
once there I will be truly a man. Let me 
imitate the passion of my God". 

Finally, martyrdom is an 
outstanding sign of the holiness of the 
Church. Fidelity to God's holy law, 
witnessed to by death, is a solemn 
proclamation and missionary 
commitment usque ad sanguinem, so 
that the splendour of moral truth may 

Martyrdom rejects as false 
and illusory whatever 
"human meaning" one might 
claim to attribute, even in 
"exceptional" conditions, to 
an act morally evil in itself. 
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be undimmed in the behaviour and 
thinking of individuals and society. 
This witness makes an extraordinarily 
valuable contribution to warding off, 
in civil society and within the ecclesial 
communities themselves, a headlong 
plunge into the most dangerous crisis 
which can afflict man: the confusion 
between good and evil, which makes it 
impossible to build up and to preserve 
the moral order of individuals and 
communities. By their eloquent and 
attractive example of a life completely 
transfigured by 
the splendour of 
moral truth, the 
martyrs and, in 
general, all the 
Church's Saints, 
light up every 
period of 
history by 
reawakening its 
moral sense. By 
witnessing fully 
to the good, 
they are a living 
reproof to those 
who transgress 
the law (cf. Wis 
2:12), and they 
make the words 
of the Prophet 
echo ever 
afresh: "Woe to those who call evil 
good and good evil, who put darkness 
for light and light for darkness, who 
put bitter for sweet and sweet for 
bitter!" (Is 5:20). 

Although martyrdom represents 
the high point of the witness to moral 
truth, and one to which relatively few 
people are called, there is nonetheless 
a consistent witness which all 
Christians must daily be ready to 
make, even at the cost of suffering and 
grave sacrifice. Indeed, faced with the 
many difficulties which fidelity to the 
moral order can demand, even in the 
most ordinary circumstances, the 
Christian is called, with the grace of 

God invoked in prayer, to a sometimes 
heroic commitment. In this he or she is 
sustained by the virtue of fortitude, 
whereby — as Gregory the Great 
teaches — one can actually "love the 
difficulties of this world for the sake of 
eternal rewards". 

In this witness to the 
absoluteness of the moral good 
Christians are not alone: they are 
supported by the moral sense present 
in peoples and by the great religious 
and sapiential traditions of East and 

West, from 
which the 
interior and 

mysterious 
workings of 
God's Spirit are 
not absent. The 
words of the 
Latin poet 
Juvenal apply to 
all: "Consider it 
the greatest of 
crimes to prefer 
survival to 
honour and, out 
of love of 
physical life, to 
lose the very 
reason for 
living". The 
voice of 

conscience has always clearly recalled 
that there are truths and moral values 
for which one must be prepared to 
give up one's life. In an individual's 
words and above all in the sacrifice of 
his life for a moral value, the Church 
sees a single testimony to that truth 
which, already present in creation, 
shines forth in its fullness on the face 
of Christ. As Saint Justin put it, "the 
Stoics, at least in their teachings on 
ethics, demonstrated wisdom, thanks 
to the seed of the Word present in all 
peoples, and we know that those who 
followed their doctrines met with 
hatred and were killed." 
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